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Vaccination for COVID-19 has begun at a very fast pace in Custer County, according to the Director of 
Public Health, Dr. Clifford Brown on Tuesday, Jan. 5. 
At newspaper deadline, 90 people in the 1a group will have received the first Moderna injection. The 
public health office has plans for 300 vaccinations next week, one hundred each day. The 1a group is 
projected at that time to be finished, and 1b group should be actively included by the end of next week. 
To help the process go faster, the public health people will set up at Lange Hall next to Hope Lutheran 
Church, 312 Third Street, Westcliffe next Monday. 
People who are considered to be 1b are ages greater than 70. The level 2 group includes those who are 
between 65-69, and people from ages 16-64 with obesity, diabetes, chronic lung disease, chronic kidney 
disease, cancer, or who are immune-compromised. Others eligible include those who received a placebo 
vaccination during a clinical trial, and other essential workers. 
Dr. Brown considers teachers to be essential workers, even though they are not specified under current 
definitions as such. Essential government workers who interact with the public will be eligible for 
vaccination, also. 
To schedule your own vaccination, call the COVID hotline @ 719-430-4601. The shots will be scheduled 
to be given Mondays, Tuesdays and Fridays.  
The current round of vaccinations is the first of two. The second needs to be administered 28 days after 
the first shot, and resistance to the disease is ,according to the CDC, fully active ten days after the 
second shot. The immunization process is complete 38 days after the initial injection. 
As of Tuesday, according to Dr. Brown, no one can predict when everyone will be fully vaccinated. As 
soon as doses come to the valley, the Public Health Office will distribute them. Changes are happening 
rapidly, and, he says, “Anyone who says they know for sure when or what is going to happen is 
guessing.” 
Control of COVID-19 in the county is stabilizing, moving toward yellow and green levels.  1,637 COVID 
tests have been administered. “Cumulative incidence” is under eight positive cases, at 3.2%. Even the 
one COVID death attributed to Custer County had tested negative for the virus several times (including 
testing done during the autopsy). However, the Colorado Department of Public Health issued the 
determination that this was, indeed, a COVID death. 
There is not enough money in the budget to hire all the personnel needed, so the office is will likely have 
to depend on volunteer nurses and support personnel.   
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